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HAIL AND FAREWELL! 


The Pennsylvania Library Association is losing its newly elected President, Mr. 
Richard D. Minnich at the very moment of his inauguration into office. Every good 
wish goes with him, our gratitude for a piece of work well done; and although we 
deplore his going, we offer our congratulations, and extend the hand of fellowship. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


It is with regret that I announce my resignation as President of the Pennsylvania 
Library Association because I have accepted a position outside the state. My regret is 
tempered, however, by the knowledge that in Miss Grace Estes the Association will 
have an able and outstanding President. 


During the past few years I have sensed a growing determination among the 
librarians of Pennsylvania to make their professional organization a stronger and a 
more vital force in the development of good library service throughout the state. I 
firmly believe that this can be done. The first essential is a general understanding 
and agreement on those things which are necessary for good library development. 
This must be backed by hard work and unflinching determination to get the facts 
before the people. If this is done, I am convinced that the people of Pennsylvania 


will be willing to support, both morally and financially, 


service throughout the Commonwealth. 


a program of adequate library 


RicHArD D. MINNICH. 





REPORT OF THE FORTY-EIGHTH 
ANNUAL MEETING 
PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 

OCTOBER 21, 22, 23, 1948 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING 


A brief Executive Committee meeting was 
held at the Schenley Hotel, October 21, in con- 
nection with the annual meeting of the P.L.A. 
Matters presented to the Committee for dis- 
cussion were: future summer sessions in library 
schools throughout the state; a study of sal- 
aries in Pennsylvania, made by the Association, 
to compare professional librarians’ salaries with 
teachers’, and non-professional with those of 
comparable positions in business, the study to 
be made by population groups; the library tax; 
appointment of a representative for the Mar- 
garet Jackson Scholarship Committee (Miss 


Frances Dorrance appointed) ; the urgent need 
for a State School Library Supervisor; dispo- 
sition of the Alice Hall Cargill scholarship 
fund; and the problem of enforcement of the 
Registration fee admittance to conference meet- 
ings. 

Mr. Bacon asked for funds for the typing of 
the supplement to the P.L.A. history written 
by Miss Evans, but it was suggested that the 
actual printing be delayed one year, when a 
complete revision of the history could be print- 
ed for the 50th anniversary of the Association. 

It was voted that greetings be sent from the 
P.L.A. to the Southeastern Library Association 
in session at Louisville, Kentucky, and it was 
then agreed to adjourn. 


CONFERENCE MEETINGS 


The Conference program opened Thursday 
with a joint session of the College and Univer- 
sity Libraries and the Cataloguers Section, Mrs. 
Mary Ellen Lewis, chairman has thie’ meeting. 
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Fremont Rider, Librarian at Wesleyan Uni- 
versity, Middletown, Connecticut, spoke on the 
latest developments in Microcards. 


Registration continued throughout the day, 
and at 8:30 President Crandle presided at the 
first General Session, responding to greetings 
from James M. Bovard, President, Board of 
Trustees, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. The 
speaker of the evening was Charles B. Shaw, 
Librarian, Swarthmore College Library, his 
subject being “A Recent View of Chinese Li- 
braries.” Dr. Shaw spoke of the devastation 
following the Japanese invasion, deplorable 
conditions, the hardships of librarians who are 
trying to recover lost books and equipment and 
are nevertheless determined to build up library 
service as an effective force in China, no mat- 
ter what odds. 

A reception followed this session, the dele- 
gates as guests of the Staff Association of Car- 
negie Library of Pittsburgh, the Pittsburgh 
Library Club, and the Pittsburgh Chapter of 
the Special Libraries Association, renewed old 
acquaintances and enjoyed glasses of refresh- 
ing punch. 

Friday morning a special session under the 
direction of Miss Alice Sterling considered the 
problem of Public Relations in the Public Li- 


brary. The speaker was Stanley March, Public 
Relations Director of the Carnegie Institute of 
Technology. A panel discussion followed, the 
speakers being Victoria Corey (Educational 
Director of Radio Station KDKA), Florence 
Fisher Parry (of the Pittsburgh Press), and 
Marion Leslie (Woman‘s Editor of the Pitts. 
burgh Sun-Telegraph). 


Richard Minnich presided at the luncheon 
meeting of the General Session. The topic 
under consideration was “Important National 
Developments in the Library World.” 


Mr. H. W. Wilson was an honor guest, and 
Miss Edith Patterson, of Pottsville, paid tribute 
to him on the occasion of the 50th anniversary 
of the H. W. Wilson Company. 


Reports from committees of the A.L.A. 
stressed management and organization prob- 
lems, ably presented by Richard Logsdon and 
William Bacon. Ralph Munn spoke on the new 
program of the Carnegie Library School, and 
the problem of recruiting students. 

Friday afternoon was “free,” and delegates 
visited libraries of special interest, the museum 
and art galleries, the nationality rooms and li- 
braries in the University of Pittsburgh, the 
Veterans hospital, Carnegie Institute of Tech- 
nology, the Carnegie Library School, and other 
points of interest in the city. 


Mr. Munn presided at the evening session to 
introduce the guest speaker, Mr. J. J. Weadock, 
Jr., Trustee of the Lima, Ohio, Public Library, 
who gave an interesting and inspiring history 
of the Ohio Library Survey. Miss Shorey fol- 
lowed, with a report of the progress toward a 
state survey in Pennsylvania, giving in detail 
the procedure of the committee, the enormous 
amount of effort involved, and finally the re- 
luctant conclusion that we are powerless to 
gain our objective unless we can find influential 
friends and forceful political leaders to work 
with us. The importance of this survey cannot 
be over-emphasized. It must go forward to 
successful completion. 


The Saturday meetings started with a gen- 
eral business session. Mr. Bacon as Treasurer 
reported a balance of $830.39, October 1, 
1948. Conference attendance was 243. Mr. 
Brininger, Extension Librarian, asked libraries 
in the state to call upon him for help, if needed; 
Miss Cort of Children’s and Young People’s 
Section, stressed the great need for a state 
supervisor of school libraries, and reported that 
the B.S. in L.S. degree is now recognized by the 
State Education authorities as the equivalent of 
a Masters degree in Education; Mrs. Mary 
Lewis of College and University Libraries an- 
nounced the appointment of a committee to 
make a survey of the various procedures fol- 
lowed in the state in teaching the Freshmen 
library orientation courses. 
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Miss Marion Lechner of the County Libraries 
Section, said that the State Library has been 
asked to publish their table of “Comparative 
Statistics of County Libraries” to make it more 
generally available. Attention was called to two 
bookmobiles on display at the Conference. 

For the Public Libraries Section, Miss Alice 
Sterling reported action toward a survey of sal- 
aries in Pennsylvania, and a survey of pension 
and retirement plans. 

Mr. Herbert Anstaett reported for Mrs. 
Pusey, chairman of the Trustees section, and 
Mr. Ralph McCombs reported for the Certifi- 
cation Committee. 

Mr. John Knickerbocker announced that 554 
state librarians were members of the A.L.A., 
and this number entitles Pennsylvania to a 
third member on the A.L.A. Council. He also 
reported on the Library Demonstration Bill, 
stating that our prospects for action in the 
next Congress are bright. Pennsylvania is prov- 
ing the Keystone of all states in support of 
this measure. 

During the year, Mr. Knickerbocker became 
a member of the A.L.A. Federal Relations 
Committee, and attended national and special 
meetings in the legislative field. 

Mr. Munn publicly commended Mr. Knick- 
erbocker’s untiring and unselfish work in sup- 
port of the Demonstration Bill, indicating that 
recognition of Pennsylvania in this campaign 
was due to Mr. Knickerbocker’s untiring ef- 
forts, and that his persistence was a great asset 
to the cause, and the organization should sup- 
port him to the utmost. (This brought gener- 
ous applause. ) 


Miss Frances Dorrance announced that a 
luncheon meeting had been arranged for the 
Friends of the Libraries and the Trustees Sec- 
tion, Mr. Weadock as speaker. 


Miss Shorey referred to her history of the 
Public Library Survey presented at the meet- 
ing the night before which also covered the 
activities of the Legislative Committee. 


In the absence of Miss Woolsey, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Anchors reported for the Membership 
Committee. Four hundred fifty cards were sent 
to school librarians urging P.L.A. membership, 
and reporting active aid of the Association in 
securing recognition of the B.S. in L.S. as 
equivalent of the Masters degree in Education. 
Eighty-nine new members and seven institu- 
tions were added as the direct result of this 
action. The total membership September 30, 
1948, was 821. 


The Resolutions Committee presented seven 
resolutions to be incorporated into the min- 
utes: a tribute to the memory of Miss Char- 
lotte Evans; an expression of appreciation to 
the Executors of the estate of Mrs. Alice Car- 


gill; a tribute to Miss Alice Jose; an expression 
of appreciation to the Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh for its generous assistance at the 
Conference; an appreciation of the reception 
at the opening of the Conference, and finally, 
a formal resolution reaffirming the P.L.A.’s 
support of the Public Library Service Demon- 
stration Bill. 

Mr. McCombs asked for the appointment of 
a committee to study means of distributing 
and a systematic checklisting of Pennsylvania 
documents. 

Mrs. Blanche Spengler, chairman of the 
Recruiting Committee, asked the help of the 
entire Association in the work of this new 
committee. 

Miss Jessie Wilson, Chairman of the Schol- 
arship Committee, reported that the two schol- 
arships of $75 each were awarded to Miss 
Edith Carbaugh, assistant, Adams County Li- 
brary, Gettysburg, and to Miss Eleanor Gab- 
riel, assistant, Hoyt Library, Kingston. 

Mr. Anstaett announced that the account 
was practically cleared on the sale of Direc- 
tories, but that 100 copies more or less are 
still available. 

Miss Cort requested action toward the. ap- 
pointment of a State School Library Super- 
visor, a position unfilled for many years. 

The report of the Nominating Committee 
was presented by Miss Preston signed by the 
other members of the committee, Helen Borne- 
man, Rhoda Bervers and Elsie Royle. 

The names read and duly voted upon, Miss 
Crandle introduced the newly elected officers: 

President, Richard Minnich, Easton Public 
Library, Easton. 

Vice President, Grace W. Estes, Osterhout 
Free Library, Wilkes-Barre. 

Secretary, Mrs. Mary E. Lewis, State Teach- 
ers College Library, Kutztown. 

Treasurer, William Bacon, Public Library, 
Erie. 

Miss Crandle thanked those serving with her 
during her term of office, and asked Mr. Min- 
nich to take charge as President. 

The Business Session concluded, four lunch- 
eon meetings were soon under way, with ex- 
cellent speakers: 

Luncheon. Special Libraries 
Virginia L. Garland, Chairman. 

Topic: A Philosophy for Special Librarians. 

Speaker: Dr. William A. Gruse, Adminis- 
trative Fellow for Gulf Research and Develop- 
ment Company, Mellon Institute. 

Topic: A special librarian in a business in- 
formation center. 

Speaker: Rose L. Vormelker, National Pres- 
ident, Special Libraries Association. 


Association. 
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Place: Alumni Room, University Club. 

Luncheon. County Library Section. Marian 
G. Lechner, Chairman. 

Topic: Library Service for All the people. 

Speaker: Helen M. Clark, Director, Divi- 
sion of Library Extension of Maryland. 

Place: Parlor I and II, Hotel Schenley. 

Luncheon. Trustees and Friends of the Li- 
brary Sections. 

Topic: The Place of Trustees and Friends 
of the Library in the Expansion of Library 

, Service. 

Speaker: J. J. Weadock, Jr., Lima, Ohio. 

Place: Sun Parlor, Hotel Schenley. 

Luncheon. Children and Young People Li- 
brarians Section, Jane Cort, Chairman. 

Topic: Planning and Equipping the School 
Library. 

Speaker: Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, Su- 
pervisor of Libraries, Raleigh Public Schools. 

Place: French Room, Hotel Schenley. 

The Banquet Saturday evening was very 
successfully managed and proved to be a de- 
lightful end to a busy and inspiring three days. 
Miss Crandle, presiding, introduced those seat- 
ed at the speaker’s table, and then the speaker 

of the evening, Mr. J. Donald Adams, column- 
ist and author, contributor to the New York 
Times Book Review. 

Mr. Adams spoke on “The Writer’s Respon- 
sibility and Contribution to the World Today.” 
Writers, Mr. Adams declared, face a very great 
challenge today. Contemporary values must be 
keyed to traditional values, and yet the per- 
sonal and individual must not be under esti- 
mated. We are as much the creators of our 
times as the product of them. 


EXHIBITORS AND EXHIBITS 
AT THE CONFERENCE 
LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


Demco, Gaylord Brothers, Library Bureau 
Division of Remington Rand. 


BOOKS 


Americana Corporation, William M. Bains, 
Doubleday & Company, Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica, A. C. McClurg & Company, Macmillan 
Company, Pittsburgh News Company, H. W 
Wilson Company, John C. Winston Company, 
World Book, Quarrie Corporation. 

BINDERS 

Library Bindery Company of Pennsylvania, 
Joseph Ruzicka. 

SPECIAL DISPLAYS 

American Library Association, Friends of 
the Library, Public Relations Section, P.L.A., 
Pittsburgh Chapter, Special Libraries Associa- 
tion. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING 


At the conclusion of the Saturday afternoon 
sessions, the new President, Mr. Richard Min- 
nich, called the officers and committee chair- 
men together for a brief business meeting, 
Plans for the 1949 Regional Library Confer- 
ence to be held October 3-5 interfere with 
plans for an annual meeting of the P.L.A. at 
the same time, therefore it may be possible that 
the P.L.A. meeting will be scheduled the Sun- 
day evening preceding the Regional Confer- 
ence. This matter was to be left with President 
Minnich for investigation. 


It was agreed that the Survey Committee 
be continued, and a Planning Committee be 
set up as an effective coordinating agency. 

Mr. Brininger presented his problem in try- 
ing to gather statistics from the libraries 
throughout the state, as accurate reports must 
be made to the United States Office of Educa- 
tion. Mr. Brininger suggested that the state li- 
brarians were not aware that there is a state 
law requiring their reports be sent to the State 
Library Office. Actual individual salaries must 
be shown rather than general figures for maxi- 
mum and minimum salaries. 


Mr. Ralph McComb, Librarian, State Col- 
lege, asked for suggestions from the P.L.A. re- 
garding the advisability of continuing the Li- 
brary Summer School. 

The question was raised regarding the re- 
establishment of annual sectional groups in the 
ten districts in the state, meetings of such 
groups to be more aware of the activities of 
the P.L.A. and be strong focal points for legis- 
lative propaganda. 

Miss Oller stated that she is unwilling to 
continue as Assistant Secretary and Treasurer, 
and asked that the position be abolished, the 
Treasurer to be allowed to hire clerical help. 
The question of the cost of addressograph 
plates was briefly discussed and reports to be 
made on this from various sources. 

Mr. Minnich appointed Miss Cort, Chair- 
man, Miss Eaton, Miss Ganser, and Sister Nor- 
berta as a personal delegation to discuss with 
Mr. Harvey Gayman, Executive Secretary of 
the recreation of the office of State School Li- 
brary Supervisor, and to assure him that the 
P.L.A. is solidly behind this appointment. 

The meeting adjourned, the next meeting to 
be held December 8, 10:00 A.M. in the dining 
room of the Public Library at Harrisburg. 


LIBRARY DEMONSTRATION BILL 


Librarians are strong believers in the motto, 
“If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again!” 
At the A.L.A. conference in Atlantic City 
last June, representatives of State Federal Re- 
lations Committees agreed unanimously to 
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seek reintroduction of the Library Demonstra- 
tion Bill in the 81st Congress and to conduct 
another intensive campaign for the Bill. 


The Library Demonstration Bill has been 
before two Congresses with increasing progress. 
In the 79th Congress the Senate Committee 
on Labor and Public Welfare reported the bill 
favorably, and hearings were held in the 
House. In the 80th Congress, the bill was 
passed unanimously by the Senate and reported 
favorably by the House Subcommittee on Edu- 
cation, before which hearings were held in the 
Special Session of Congress, December, 1947. 
For final passage last year, the bill lacked only 
to be reported by the full Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor and voted on in the House. 


The support already gained for the Library 
Demonstration Bill will greatly favor its pas- 
sage in the 81st Congress. But that support 
must be maintained! 


RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE 
PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION, PITTSBURGH, PA., 
OCTOBER 23, 1948 


Whereas the Federal Library Demonstration 
Bill has received increasingly favorable public 
support from individuals and groups in Penn- 
sylvania, and 

Whereas there is an urgent need in the 
Commonwealth for a demonstration of good 
public library service, primarily for all the in- 
adequately served rural areas, and 

Whereas at this time no area within the 
State can assume the responsibility for the 
demonstration without federal financial sup- 
port, and 

Whereas well administered library materials 
should be made available to keep the citizenry 
fully informed 

Therefore be it resolved that the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association with forty-four other 
state library associations reaffirms its support 
of the Library Demonstration Bill, and be it 
further 

Resolved that the Pennsylvania Library Asso- 
ciation requests the favorable consideration of 
the Bill by all federal legislators from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


STATE NEWS 


ALTOONA 


_ Steady growth of the Altoona Center since 
its establishment nine years ago led to acquir- 
ing 54 acres of campus, formerly the Ivyside 
Amusement Park, two miles northwest of cen- 


tral city, now being converted into the Penn ' 


State Center in Altoona. A portion of the bath- 
house (200 by 42 feet) has been converted into 


a library, filled with shelves made from the 
wood of 10,000 lockers. In addition to 5,000 
books, more than 115 record albums and over 
60 paintings are available to students, faculty 
and townspeople as well. There is nothing un- 
usual about lending books, but albums may be 
kept for one evening only, or for a week-end at 
most, and a charge of five cents a night is 
made. The paintings may be taken out by stu- 
dents, faculty members, and townspeople, the 
rental fee being determined by the length of 
time the paintings are kept—10 cents for a few 
days, a quarter for a few weeks, and larger 
sums for a semester period. The paintings are 
purchased by a committee headed by Edwin 
W. Zoller, associate professor of fine arts, and 
the money comes from funds supplied by Stu- 
dent Council. Mrs. Bohlke, Librarian, reports 
the complete success of this new venture. 


CARRICK 


Proceeds from the garden party and dessert 
bridge given last June at the home of Mrs. 
O. T. Bielau in East Club Drive, under the 
auspices of the Mothers’ Club of Carrick, were 
added to the memorial fund which provides 
books for the Carrick Library. The library is 
a living memorial to those lost in World War 


COLLEGEVILLE 


Tilton M. Barron is now Librarian of Ur- 
sinus College. While completing work for his 
M.S. degree at the School of Library Service, 
Columbia University, Mr. Barron was on the 
staff of the City College Library. 


DuBOIS 

Alterations in the interior of the DuBois 
Mansion have doubled the space used for the 
library since the establishment of the DuBois 
Center, and have taken care of the increase in 
books in the past two years. The new library 
uses the space of the former one and also space 
previously occupied by the cafeteria and its 
kitchen. © 


HARRISBURG 


The Harrisburg Public Library operated on 
a restricted basis while extensive improvements 
were made last summer. The antequated light- 
ing system has been replaced with fluorescent 
lamps, an acousticon ceiling absorbs sound and 
also insulates against heat and cold, side walls 
have been painted a soft light green with con- 
trasting end walls of yellow. In the children’s 
department downstairs, walls are blue-green 
with bright gold curtains. The 35 year old li- 
brary has grown steadily since it was opened 
in 1914. It now has 140,000 books. The Mc- 
Cormick annex opened three years ago has 
provided much-needed space for administration 
and county and school service. 
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Miss Alice Eaton, Librarian of the Harris- 
burg Public Library, spoke on the observance 
of National Book Week at a meeting of the 
Shimmell P.T.A., November 9. 


HOMESTEAD 


The Carnegie Library of Homestead cele- 
brated its fiftieth anniversary in November, 
with appropriate exercises and open house. A 
special section in the auditorium was reserved 
for all community residents who were present 
at the opening, August 1, 1898. The same mu- 
sical numbers which were sung at the dedica- 
tion were sung again by the Homestead District 
Works Male Chorus. Also taking part in the 
program was Reid Kennedy, who participated 
in the first program in 1898, when he was 
Burgess of Homestead. 

Ralph Palmer, Jr., a former resident, still 
takes pride in the fact that he withdrew the 
first book from the library fifty years ago, and 
remembers that the book was “Tom Sawyer.” 


LANCASTER 


The new Librarian for the Lancaster Free 
Public Library is Ernest E. Doerschuk, Jr., for- 
merly librarian for a technical library of the 
Veterans Administration in New York. Mr. 
Doerschuk is a veteran of World War II, and 
has had six years of library service. He served 
for a number of years in an administrative 
capacity in the Circulation Department of the 
New York Public Library, and was also asso- 
ciated with various branches of the main li- 
brary. While at the New York Public Library, 
he trained staff members and supervised them, 
maintained contact with community organiza- 
tions, ‘worked as readers’ advisor, and helped 
with book selection. 

During the war, he served nearly four years 
as a cryptographic security officer in the Army 
Airways Communications System. He holds the 
rank of Captain in the Air Force Reserve, on 
inactive duty. 

* * * 

The Present Day Club has established the 
Ella Cooper Barnard fund for the purchase of 
books for the public librarv, and has an- 
nounced the first hundred dollars assigned to 
the purchase of 17 books. The late Mrs. Bar- 
nard was the founder of the Present Day Club, 
and after her death, early in 1948, the club 
established this fund in her name. It is planned 
to buy books annually for the next five years. 
The volumes are chosen by a committee com- 
posed of Mrs. P. M. Harbold, Miss Helen Gan- 
ser, and Mrs. Mark Stine. 

* * * 

In observance of Book Week, members of 
Pilot Club International officially opened the 
library at Crispus Attucks Center, November 
19. The library contains approximately 600 
books and a small reference library. The read- 


ing room will be open four nights a week, with 
a member of the club on duty each night. 
Supervised by Miss Beryl Keller and Miss Mil- 
dred Breitegan, club members spent 105 hours 
cataloguing the books which were donated by 
clubs and individuals. 

Additional books and contributions will be 
accepted most gratefully. 

= a 


Lancaster’s first Community Medical Li- 
brary will be established at the Fackenthal Li- 
brary at Franklin and Marshall College, spon- 
sored by the Lancaster City and County Medi- 
cal Society. The books are to be available to 
physicians and members of the Medical Society 
and the Franklin and Marshall faculty, but are 
to be used for reference only by students and 
the gener?! public. The nucleus of the library is 
a group of 34 volumes to cover the needs of 
pre-medical students, the general medical prac- 
titioner, and a few in the “specialist” field. 
Books will be purchased on recommendation of 
the Medical Society, and each volume will 
carry a Medical Society bookplate. Restrictions 
on borrowing these books are made for the 
purpose of protecting the collection, since their 
cost is unusually high and replacement may 
be impossible. 

The library project was begun last July, 
when Dr. William M. Workman, Medical So- 
ciety President, appointed as the Library Com- 
mittee Dr. Edwin E. Ziegler, chairman, Dr. 
Mary Ellen Smith, and Dr. Irene Davis. 

~ ” ” 


The 58th annual meeting of the Pennsyl- 
vania German Society was held at Franklin 
and Marshall College, Lancaster, on Saturday, 
October 15th, at which time a report was heard 
on the progress being made on tentative plans 
for a society headquarters and library to be 
erected on the Franklin and Marshall College 
grounds. The Society was organized in Lan- 
caster in 1891 and incorporated there in 1931. 

Volume 54 of the Proceedings will be a spe- 
cial edition and will treat of the bookplates of 
the Pennsylvania Germans. 

» ~ ~ 


The famous collection of Pennsylvania Ger- 
man relics gathered together by the late C. W. 
Unger, of Pottsville, and now belonging to the 
Pennsylvania German Society through the ef- 
forts of Dr. Harvey Bassler, life-long friend of 
Mr. Unger, is being classified and serted into 
more than a hundred categories, while stored 
in available space on the top floor of the Fack- 
enthal Library and awaiting future disposition. 
This priceless collection includes historical 
documents, illuminated manuscripts, fractur, 
ancient engravings, early, rare imprints, paint- 
ings and pamphlets—in all, 45 tons of material, 
including nine hundred cartons of books alone. 
It is hoped to establish the collection in a 
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building on the Franklin and Marshall campus, 
and make it available to the public as the 
nucleus of a project in research on the Penn- 
sylvania Germans. 

The material in this collection was sought 
by museums, universities, libraries, and thou- 
sands of book and antique dealers, before it 
was acquired by Dr. Bassler, to his great satis- 
faction and the gratitude of the Pennsylvania 
German Society. 


McKEESPORT 


Miss Sibyl Tubbs has replaced Miss Jean 
May, who resigned in September, as the head 
librarian of the Carnegie Library in McKees- 
port. Miss Tubbs came from the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library in Baltimore. She received her 
B.A. degree from the State University of Iowa, 
and her B.S. in L.S. from the University of 
Illinois. 


MECHANICSBURG 


Miss Bessie Bear, school librarian, reported 
700 new books for the opening of the school 
term, the cost of the books being covered by 
the thousand dollar allotment in the school 
budget. With the new purchase, the number 
of volumes in the library is approximately 
8,000. 

Miss Bear also reported on the summer li- 
brary program sponsored by the school board 
for both adults and children. Each summer 
brings an increasing number of library patrons, 
particularly children, and this past year’s rec- 
ord has been outstanding. 


MERCER 


Miss M. Ida Kemm, aged 86, librarian of 
the Mercer Public Library for the past 21 years, 
died November 16. She was devoted to the 
service of her community, and was alert to all 
the world of books. She attended district li- 
brary meetings faithfully, and her absence will 
be sadly noted. 


NEW CASTLE 


The New Castle Public Library is fortunate 
to be able to offer an additional and very use- 
ful service: “Books on the Ceiling.” The ceiling 
book projector is a compact, portable and me- 
chanically simple machine which permits shut- 
ins and hospital patients to read from a micro- 
film image thrown on the ceiling over their 
beds. A wide selection of projected books is 
available, and the service is free. 

A gift to the library from the Lions Club, 
the projector was presented to the library 
board by Henry O. Broad, president of the 
Lions Club, and Worrell M. Jones, chairman 
of _the Activities Committee. Requests for the 
ceiling books will be handled in the same man- 
ner as requests for regular library books, ex- 
cept that a time limit of three days must be 


enforced, due to the fact that there is only 
one projector available at the present time. A 
Lion Club member will call with the instru- 
ment and the requested film, set up the ma- 
chine and show the patient how to operate it. 
The film is moved along by the flick of a 
switch. 

Miss Alice Sterling, Librarian, states that 
the library board is indeed appreciative of this 
gift, and New Castle Free Public Library is 
one among seven public libraries in the entire 
state to have this equipment. 


PHILADELPHIA 


The Drexel Institute School of Library Sci- 
ence announces the appointment to its faculty 
of two new members, Dr. Harriet D. MacPher- 
son, Professor of Library Science, replacing 
Miss Helen A. Bagley, who has retired, and 
Miss Margaret G. Cook, Associate Professor of 
Library Science, replacing Dr. Jeannette H. 
Foster, who resigned to accept a position as 
Librarian and Bibliographer of the Institute 
for Sex Research, Indiana University. 

Dr. MacPherson is a graduate of Wellesley 
College and received the degree of Master of 
Arts and Doctor of Philosophy from Columbia 
University. She also holds a certificate from 
the University of the Sorbonne. Her profes- 
sional education was secured in the Library 
School of the New York Public Library. She 
was for some years a member of the faculty of 
Columbia University School of Library Service 
and more recently the Librarian of Smith Col- 
lege. 

Miss Cook received the A.B. degree from 
Smith College, the A.M. degree from Teachers’ 
College, Columbia University, and the B.S. in 
L.S. degree from the Drexel Library School. 
She has had varied library experience and for 
the past seventeen years has been connected 
with the New Jersey State Teachers’ College, 
Montclair, New Jersey, first as assistant librar- 
ian and later as librarian. 

According to Librarian Price, Philadelphia 
stands seventh among major cities in the num- 
ber of volumes in its public libraries but stands 
seventeenth in the salaries paid to library em- 
ployees. 

Between 50,000 and 60,000 books are out of 
circulation in the Philadelphia Free Library 
and its branches because of lack of adequate 
funds to restore book bindings. Librarian Frank- 
lin H. Price stated that Chicago appropriates 
$174,000.00 and Detroit $103,000.00 annually 
for new bindings. In the new budget Philadel- 
phia has allowed $7,000.00 for this purpose. 

Included in the budget was $50,000.00 to 
furnish and supply books for the proposed 
Bushrod Library, Castor Avenue and Sterling 
Street. Funds are available to construct the 
building. 
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Approval was also given for the appointment 
of six new employees to operate the Olney 
branch library which is expected to open soon. 


PITTSBURGH 


Through the Pennsylvania Forensic and Mu- 
sic League and the Extension Division of the 
University of Pittsburgh, high school and dra- 
matic coaches of the state may secure for ex- 
amination an assortment of plays suitable for 
high school production. 

# ¥ * 


The Recordak Reader, in use at the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh Library, features a television- 
like translucent screen, 360 degree head rota- 
tion, and an 11-to-22 adjustable enlargement 
ratio. The Microfilm series in the library at 
the present time include: English books be- 
fore 1600, a series listing some of the great 
English authors’ works; The Pennsylvania Ga- 
zette 1728-1789; The London Times, 1785 on; 
New York Herald Tribune 1841-1900; New 
York Times 1851 on; The Little Review 1914- 
1929, and other interesting and rare items. 


* * * 


Carnegie Library presented special historical 
displays during Pennsylvania Week. Exhibits 
of books and other material pointed up Penn- 
sylvania’s heritage in costume, recreation, in- 
dustry, custom and culture, with special em- 
phasis on Pennsylvania authors. Talking books, 
a service to those with impaired vision, and 
projected books, a service to the bed-ridden, 
were demonstrated, and braille material was 
exhibited. 


PUNXSUTAWNEY 


Miss Mildred Harlan, librarian of the Punx- 
sutawney Free Library at Punxsutawney, Pa., 
tells how an acute library problem was solved 
in that town. 

From its limited beginning in 1916, the 
Punxsutawney Free Library continued to grow 
until 1943 when, literally bulging with books, 
the original quarters were declared too small. 
In December of that year Frank S. Jackson, a 
member of the library board, spoke before the 
Punxsutawney Chamber of Commerce on Punx- 
sutawney’s post war needs—stressing the para- 
mount need for adequate library quarters. 

An influential member of the local Legion 
post was present when Mr. Jackson delivered 
his plea. Jackson’s speech impressed him so 
much that the John Jacob Fisher Post of the 
American Legion purchased and presented to 
Punxsutawney, the splendid building which 
now is the home of the Punxsutawney Free Li- 
brary. It is three stories in height, and offers 
unlimited opportunities for Miss Harlan and 
her staff to expand even further. 


READING 


Miss Lucille Bostdorff, assistant cataloguer, 
Reading Public Library, has an article in the 
November Wilson Bulletin—“I was a Public 
Library Book.” 

* * * 

Two issues of “Library Activities,” the bulle- 
tin issued by the Reading Public Library, have 
been given over to articles about the Branch 
libraries, written—and how very well written! 
—by the Branch librarians. 

* * * 

The Reading Public Library has asked for 
an increase of $24,980.00 over its 1948 budget. 
The 1949 budget is $121,300.00. An increase 
of $13,520.00 in salary was asked for the 26 
full time employees. 

TOWANDA 


Towanda Public Library, opened to the pub- 
lic September, 1898, celebrated its 50th anni- 
versary with an interesting evening devoted to 
the past, present and future of the library. 
Miss Jean L. Holcombe, president of the board 
of trustees, presided, and the program opened 
with greetings from the Borough Council by 
Ernest Sluyter who explained the financial set- 
up whereby a two-mill tax helps support the 
library. Funds from other sources supplement 
this amount. 


The first library was started and sponsored 
by 28 members of the Towanda Musical So- 
ciety, but when Frank R. Welles offered to give 
the town a library, the Musical Society voted 
to cooperate, and turned over their 2,000 vol- 
umes. Through subscriptions, chain letters, 
and house to house canvassing monev was 
raised to help with the expenses of building. 
Mr. Welles presented the trustees with a deed 
to a lot “free of encumbrances,” and the cor- 
nerstone was laid in June, 1897. 


Miss Helen Carter was the first librarian, 
but in 1900, Miss Helen Rockwell (now Mrs. 
Ralph Godcharles) succeeded to the position 
and remained librarian for ten years. Dora 
Simpson, Sadie Whitney and Mrs. Ulilla fol- 
lowed in turn, but in 1935 Mrs. Godcharles 
returned, and is, today, the present librarian. 

Mrs. Godcharles spoke about the library as 
it is today, mentioned numerous bequests and 
memorials which ‘have added to the usefulness 
and attractiveness of the library, and explained 
that her aim was to qualify the library to meet 
the standards of the Pennsylvania Librarv As- 
sociation. Special attention was called to the 
work of the departments of the library, work 
for clubs, classes to acquaint school pupils with 
the functions and use of the library, and special 
assistance in private search for information. 

Among the speakers of the evening were 
Miss Harriet Macfarlane who read an article 
prepared by Amelia Welles Camphius on the 
early history of the library; Miss Holcombe, 
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who read a letter from Anna Welles Browne 
expressing her regret at being unable to be 
present; Mrs. John Morrison, who spoke of 
the early days of the new library; Beverly Van- 
derpool, a student, who made it apparent that 
the library has proved invaluable to her in 
gaining an education; and finally, Miss Grace 
Estes, librarian of Osterhout Free Library, 
Wilkes-Barre, who spoke of cooperation for 
mutual benefit in buying and service. 

Miss Holcombe announced a gift of $250 
from Anna Welles Browne, for purchase of 
books to better relations between the United 
States and Latin American countries, and a 
gift of one of the first copies of Miss Helen 
Mear’s new book, “Mirror for Americans— 
Japan,” with a note expressing deep apprecia- 
tion for the help the library has given her. 

Following the meeting, punch and cookies 
were served, and an informal social hour drew 
the evening to a close. 


WARREN 


The staff and Directors of the Warren Pub- 
lic Library have prepared a list of the material 
in the library’s Pennsylvania Room. Carl Wil- 
liam Hull, Librarian, in a brief explanatory 
note says, “Much of the credit for the estab- 
lishment of this collection must go to the two 
organizations, the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, who originally used the room to 
house their genealogical material, and to the 
Daughters of the American Colonists who have 
chosen the Warren Library as the depository 
of their growing Hunter Memorial Library of 
genealogy and Pennsylvania county histories. 

Supplementary material has come from the 
library’s own collection—Pennsylvania history, 
biography, travel and government. . .” 

The title of the folder listing this material is 
“Our Town, Our Country and Our State.” 


WASHINGTON 

Miss Adeline Craft, Librarian of the Citi- 
zens Free Library, sends the following: 

Our Vacation Reading Club was named the 
Pirate Club and for every five books read the 
moppet placed a gold coin (cardboard) on the 
sea chest. In addition to emeralds and dia- 
monds stowed away on the chest (for more and 
more books read), each child received a prize 
for every five books read!! The grand prizes 
were for twenty-five books read and were 
copies of “Treasure Island.” Each day a ques- 
tion was posted on the bulletin board and what 
a scramble to find the answer and collect the 
candy bar! 

Early in October our series of radio programs 
begins. The local radio station has given us 
fifteen minutes each week to broadcast stories 
to school children. Publicity is being prepared 
to send all county school teachers to listen in 
during school hours to our adventure tales. 
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Two club meetings are scheduled for the 
Library: the Current Events Club in Novem- 
ber and the annual George Washington Tea in 
February. 

“Inside Our Library” appears every Satur- 
day night in the local newspaper giving the 
highlights of Library news plus book comments. 

Plugs are sent to the radio station each week 
and in those odd minutes between programs 
you might hear “How about a good mystery 
tonight? ‘Bait for Murder’ by Katherine 
Knight will fill the bill. You may borrow this 
exciting story at the Citizens Library.” 

We’ve been working on our record collec- 
tion, hoping to have eventually a well rounded 
library of musical selections. Our ceiling books 
are quite popular with convalescents. 


COUNTY NOTES 


The most recent project of the Allegheny 
County Council of Parents and Teachers is 
Bookmobile service, and a resolution adopting 
this project and seeking financial aid from the 
county to support it, was passed by Council. 
Mrs. Robert Brown is Chairman for the Book- 
mobile. 

7 * & 

A proposal to establish a county library was 
rejected, 3,776 to 2,872, by Armstrong County 
voters. A companion proposal to levy a half- 
mill assessment to support the library was also 
defeated, 4,446 to 1,981. 


- * * 


The A.L.A. Bulletin for November has inter- 
esting and informative articles on Bookmobiles, 
and among the photographs used to illustrate 
the text, is one of the Clearfield County Book- 
mobile stopping at coal tipple No. 9 to bring 
books to miners and their families at Winburne. 

¥ » * 


The establishment of a circulating library in 
Cumberland County, which would have re- 
sulted in a one-half mill property tax, was 
rejected recently by the county’s voters, 7,212 
to 3,399 

* * * 

On October 27, while friends of the library 
gathered to see and approve, “The Cardinal,” 
Dauphin County’s new Bookmobile was dedi- 
cated. It is sixth in a line which extends back 
23 years, and replaces one in use since before 
the war. The Bookmobile was the gift of Con- 
gressman John C. Kunkel of Harrisburg. 

7 7 * 


Miss A. F. Farran, Librarian, has announced 
that the new Franklin County Library will be 
located in what is now an apartment at 674 
Lincoln Way, East. Miss Rita Lehman of 
Chambersburg is assistant librarian. The Book- 
mobile is in Altoona where shelves are being 
installed.. : 
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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE 
COLLEGE REPORT ON SUMMER 
LIBRARY SCHOOL, 1948 

Of the thirty-one students enrolled in the 
thirty-fourth annual Summer Library School 
nine came from school libraries, eleven from 
public libraries, four were teachers, three were 
regular college students and one was a special 
student. The background of these students 
varied greatly. Six were high school graduates, 
eleven had had some college credits varying 
from a few credits to three or more years, four 
of whom graduated this summer. Thirteen 
were college graduates. Twenty-one of the 
students were new. The other ten have now 
completed twelve to twenty-four credits. Three 
of these students have completed the resident 
courses and lack only the experience course 
to complete the requirements for certification 
as school librarians. 

In connection with the Rural and County 
Library Service course the second annual Coun- 
ty Library Institute was held July 22 in 121 
Sparks Building. The institute was sponsored 
jointly by the Summer Library School and 
the County Library Section of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association. 

The Summer Library School again received 
the support of the Pennsylvania State Library. 
The State Library contributed the services of 
Miss Oller as instructor and again lent text- 
books and children’s books for use during the 
six weeks session. Two scholarships were. of- 
fered through the Pennsylvania Library Asso- 
ciation scholarship fund. 

In addition to the County Library Institute, 
the special activities of the Summer Library 
School included a convocation of students and 
faculty at 4 p.m. on the first day of school, a 
get-acquainted party at Irvin Hall on the eve- 
ning of July 8, a talk on the Audio Visual Aids 
Library by the director, Mr. Irving Boerlin, 
and a talk on the History of Printing in Spain 
by Miss Thelma Eaton, visiting instructor. The 
films “Shep the Farm Dog,” “How to Use 
the Dictionary,” “Hopi Arts and Crafts” were 
shown to students of Library Science 7.57 (Li- 
brary Work for Children) and the films “Li- 
brary on Wheels,” “Books and People” were 
shown to the students of Library Science 
81.57B (Rural and County Library Service) 
and other interested students. Visits were made 
to the Centre County Library and The Penn- 
sylvania State College Agricultural Library by 
the students of Rural and County Library 
Service and to the State College High School 
library by the students of School Library Ad- 
ministration. 


EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
SCHOOL LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


It has become necessary to change the time 
of the Eastern Pennsylvania School Library 
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Conference to avoid conflict with the South- 
eastern Convention and Schoolmen’s Week. 
The new dates are Friday and Saturday, April 
22 and 23, 1949. 


NORTHEAST REGIONAL LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


October 30, 1948, the Northeast Regional 
Library Association held a one-day conference 
at Wilkes College Library, Wilkes-Barre. The 
program follows: 

MORNING SESSION (10 A.M.) 
GREETINGS 

Joseph H. Myers, Wilkes College, Wilkes- 

Barre 
BUSINESS MEETING 
REPORTING THE PLA MEETING AT 
PITTSBURGH 

Maryanne McTigue, University of Scran- 

ton, Scranton; Sr. M. Norberta, Marywood 

College, Scranton; Helen Shegelski, Oster- 

hout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre; Joseph 

Hall, South Junior High School, Scranton, 

chairman. 

NOON (11:45 A.M.) 
LUNCHEON in College Cafeteria 

John H. Knickerbocker, Gettysburg, Penna., 

speaker. 

AFTERNOON SESSION (1:30 P.M.) 


BOOKS OF THE YEAR FOR 
Children: Veda Arnold, Osterhout Free Li- 
brary, Wilkes-Barre. 
Adolescents: Martha Perry, West High 
School, Scranton. 
Reference: Romayne Engel, Albright Public 
Library, Scranton. 
Adults: Hallie H. Carson, Mill Memorial 
Library, Nanticoke. 
PUBLIC RELATIONS THROUGH MOV- 
ING PICTURES: 
“Books and People: The Wealth Within,” 
‘New Chapters.” 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES STATISTICS 


As a part of its program of making available 
to administrators essential information about 
libraries, the U. S. Office of Education is gath- 
ering data about school libraries. 


Similar information was presented in pre- 
vious studies: Statistics of Public School Li- 
braries, 1934-35 and 1941-42. Reports from 
approximately three-fourths of the superinten- 
dents of city and rural districts indicated that 
92 per cent of these school systems had some 
form of library service in 1942. 

Copies of School Library Statistics (1947- 

are being mailed to superintendents of 
city and independent school districts under 
their jurisdiction, with the request that this 
form be completed promptly and returned to 
the Office of Education. 
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P.L.A. APPOINTMENTS FOR 1948-49 


Members of Executive Board 
Mrs. May V. K. Vatencik, Allentown Free Library, Allentown 
Mrs. Exizasetu S. Puszy, High School Library, Collingsdale 
Public Library Section 
AuIcE M. STERLING, Chairman, New Castle Free Public Library, New Castle 
Wriuiam Bryan, Vice-Chairman, Scranton Public Library, Scranton 
Grorce MoreELAnp, Secretary, Cambria Free Library, Johnstown 
County Library Section 
MarcGareT Aaron, Chairman, Bedford County Library, Bedford 
Dawes MarkwELt, Vice-Chairman, Bradford County Library, Troy, Pa. 
Mrs. Cecit1a WALKER, Secretary, Somerset County Library, Somerset 
Children’s and Young People’s Section 
Dorotuy P. Nassau, Chairman, Pedagogical Library, Board of Education, Philadelphia 
Laura E. Catuon, Vice-Chairman, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
JANETTE Woo .seEy, Secretary, Martin Memorial Library, York 
College and University Section 
ME.vin J. Voicut, Chairman, Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh 


The following two Committees have been appointed by Miss Sterling to work on projects 


for the Public Library Section during the year: 


To Study Retirement and Pension Funds 
Joun Haut, Chairman, Scranton Public Schools, Scranton 
May V. K. Vavencik, Allentown Free Library, Allentown 
(A third yet to be announced) 
To Study Salaries 
Witu1aM Bacon, Chairman, Erie Public Library, Erie 
KatTHarinE, A. SHorEY, Martin Memorial Library, York 
Harriet Root, Bethlehem Public Library, Bethlehem 
Grorce More.tanp, Cambria Free Library, Johnstown 
Cart Hutt, Warren Library Association, Warren 


PITTSBURGH SUBURBAN 
COUNCIL OF SCHOOL | 
LIBRARIANS 

The Suburban Council of School Librarians 
met at the Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, No- 
vember 6, for their fall meeting. Mrs. Josephine 
Shoop of Aspinwall High School is the chair- 
man this year. A report of the P.L.A. Conven- 
tion was given by Miss Jane Cort, Library Con- 
sultant, Slippery Rock State Teachers College 
(formerly of Greensburg High School). The 
main discussion on library budgets was led by 
Miss Jones of Dormont High School. Miss 
Elizabeth Walker, new head of the James An- 
derson Room, Carnegie Library, gave a very 
stimulating talk on the new fall books. The 
spring meeting of this group has been set for 
April 9. 


EXPANSION OF PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES IN U. S. 

With an estimated 130,000,000 books in the 
country’s more than 6,000 public libraries, and 
that number fast increasing, library services 
are steadily expanding. Construction of more 
book space and reading rooms is being aug- 
mented by the addition of film libraries and 
other special services. 

In the ninety-three cities with a population 
of more than 100,000, the total number of vol- 
umes in public libraries has increased from 


42,099,905 to 44,470,573—or 5.63 per cent— 
in the last three years. Circulation rose from 
127,800,000 to 133,200,000, with a new peak 
of 8,660,000 book borrowers in these cities, 
where one out of every five or six residents is 
a registered reader. 

New library construction projects, some al- 
ready under way, have been reported to the 
American Library Association by Boston, New- 
ark, N. J.; Baltimore, Washington, Topeka, 
Kan.; Seattle, Tacoma and many smaller cities. 
Newark is financing library expansion with a 
$781,000 bond issue. Baltimore’s $1,500,000 
library bond issue comprises half of the money 
needed for ten new branch buildings and for 
bookmobiles to serve new housing develop- 
ments. 

Much of the library expansion and improve- 
ment is being carried out under recent state 
legislation. In Colorado a new library act per- 
mits experimentation in organizing new types 
of school and public library systems and re- 
quires the state library to become a field agen- 
cy to help localities. 

Many local libraries in Indiana are being 
consolidated under a new law to provide bet- 
ter service. Last year Iowa passed its first law 
providing for free public libraries for rural 
inhabitants. Vermont voted funds for a fifth 
regional library center. Similiar action was 
taken by Washington, Maryland and other 
states. 
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LAST CALL! 


DIRECTORY OF 
LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS IN PENNSYLVANIA 


Compiled in 1946, this is the latest and most complete 


professional record of our state. 


Only a few copies are left. 


To order, send $1.00 per copy to William Bacon, Treasurer, 


Erie Public Library, Erie, Pennsylvania 











PERSONNEL is the KEY to LIBRARY PROGRESS 





LIBRARY EDUCATION DIVISION 


is concerned with 


SOLVING PERSONNEL PROBLEMS 
Staff Development Salaries 
Certification Vacations 


Retirement Pensions 


IMPROVING STANDARDS OF EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 


Recruitment Curriculum Instruction 


Select 
LIBRARY EDUCATION DIVISION 
for your 1949 
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Divisional Affiliation 
(or add it to your other section memberships) 
The KEY to LIBRARY PROGRESS is in YOUR HANDS 
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